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<Debate Topic (Tentative wording)>

Resolved: That the Japanese Government should relocate the

capital functions out of Tokyo.
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<background of the topic>
Debates concerning the relocation of the capital functions out of Tokyo, were much more
serious during the 1980s and the 90s.
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The Diet has adopted the resolution to relocate capital functions in the year 1990, and
there is even an Act for the Relocation of the Diet and Other Organizations that was
passed in 1992.
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-1t is unclear what the current government’s official position is; other than the planned
Bunka-cho relocation (mentioned bélow in 4.), the resolution and the Act seems to be
somehow virtually forgotten.
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But this does not mean that the topic’s relevance has diminished, or the topick is

outdated. Rather, the problem of excessive concentration of social functions and

population in the Tokyo metropolitan area may arguably be one of the most important

issues that decide the long term future of Japan. Obviously, concerns over the prevention

of future disasters, caused not just by earthquakes but also by pandemics, add renewed

relevance in debating this topic.
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<Definitions>
1. “out of Tokyo” : '

Affirmative side (AFF) should propose where the “new capital” should be (the “Plan”),
early in the constructive speech. AFF must select from one of the three areas that were
proposed by-the Prime minister’s advisory council in 1999: (1) the Tochigi-Fukushima
area, (2) the Gifu-Aichi area, and (3) the Mie-Kio area. ‘
ip/kokudokeikaku/iten/English/ga/chapter03.html
HEMITZLRAT—FNORNWER CT I L T Z 2OREEHIONE IS E e BEET 5%
EELRTNITRER0, BRI, ONAEBE=I7, QEREM) 7 @ZEER)T
(BERTHLORZEMIZ DWW T TR ) '

hitps://www.mlit, 0.

If the AFT fails to designate the area of the new capital, the debate should proceed (by
default) assuming tI;at the capital functions would be relocated to (2) the Gifu-Aichi area.
[You know, the 1st HEnDA tournament was held in Gifu! This provision is truly kind of
tentative. The latitude of selecting the designated new capital may be either relaxed or
narrowed after we have looked at the early debates.]
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2. “relocate™

It should be assumed that a new capital will be constructed with a smart, ecological city
construction plan. The vacated governmental buildings and sites in Tokyo should be
assumed to be either sold (to the private sector), reused (as public museums, theaters,
etc.), or razed (making more parks, for disaster pre\;é’ixtion etc.).
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It should be assumed that the relocation process will take around 10-15 years.
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3. “capital functions™:

“Capital functions” includes the state government central offices (the state
administrative branch, the Ministries, the Agencies), the Diet (the state legislative
branch: The House of Representatives, the House of Councilors and their relevant

offices), and the center of juridical functions (the Supreme Court and its organizations).
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“Capital functions” should not include the imperial palace (see 4. below), nor the
cultural/leducational institutions run by the state (such as theaters, museums, national
universities etc. Of course, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology itself should be part of the above relocation).
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The AFF may not propose to limit or make exceptions to the above “capital functions”:
They should defend the position that all of these functions should be relocated to the
designated “new capital.”
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The AFF may not add plans to relocate other economic/societal functions in Tokyo.
However, the demographical/economic impact of the relocation of capital functions are
up to debate (using predictions based on evidence).
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4. Exceptions

a) ADs and DAs concerning the relocation of the Imperial Palace and the emperor’s acts
of state should not be debated within this topic.
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To be precise, the Japanese Constitution Art. 6 and 7, defines the emperor’s functions
and acts of state: Appointment of the Prime Minister and the Supreme Court Chief Judge,

legal promulgations, attestations of ambassadors, ete.
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However, we will not argue about where these ceremonial functions should take place,
as they are trivial matters compared to the central questions of the topic, that is, whether
we should let the proceeding concentration (of nearly everything!) in Tokyo continue or
not.
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b) The Agency for Cultural Affairs (Bunka-cho) is planned to be relocated to Kyoto in

2022. Please consider it also an exception: ADs and DAs concerning the relocation of

Bunka-cho is out of this debate topic.
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5. Negative side (NEG) position:

The NEG should support a policy that denies further relocation of capital functions
outside of Tokyo. The AFF and NEG positions do not change even if the actual Japanese
government should announce to relocate the capital functions (before the National
tournament).
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